
Town Manager’s Office 
Town of Mansfield 

 

Memo 
 
To: Town Council 
From: Matt Hart, Town Manager 
CC: Town Employees 
Date: November 22, 2010 
Re: Town Manager’s Report 
 

Below please find a report regarding various items of interest to the Town Council, staff and the community: 
 

Departmental/Division News  
• Human Services 

o Volunteer Driver Program – After many months of planning and development the Volunteer Driver 
Program is now up and running.  This new program is available to all residents of Mansfield age 60 
and older, and rides are provided both locally and out-of-town to a variety of destinations.  While 
there is no charge for rides, donations are accepted to help to support program expenses.  At this 
time priority will be given to individuals who need rides to medical appointments locally, but we will 
expand this as more drivers become available.  We currently have twelve drivers who have been 
cleared to participate, and we will continue to be looking for more.  Volunteers may drive their own 
vehicle, or may use one of the Town’s cars for this program.  If you use your own car, mileage 
reimbursement will be offered.  If you are interested in volunteering your time as a driver, or if you 
need a ride, please call Gianna at 429-0262, X 2.  At this time we expect that we will need at least 
48 hours notice for any trips, so please leave a message on the voicemail and Gianna Stebbins 
will get back to you to finalize plans for your trip.  Thank you for supporting this important new 
program! 

o Senior Center Veteran’s Day Celebration – The Senior Center hosted their annual Veteran’s Day 
Celebration on November 10th.  The event was attended by more than 120 individuals including 
Mayor Paterson and Council members Moran, Lindsey, Paulhus and Schaeffer.  We wish to 
extend our great appreciation for the donations from Angellino’s Restaurant, Willington Pizza and 
several individual donors that helped to make this year’s program a success. 

• Parks and Recreation 
o Mansfield Marlins - The Mansfield Marlins (the Community Center swim team) had a meet on 

Tuesday, November 16th.  Everyone was very excited and had a great time.  This program is very 
popular with over 70 participants in each of two sections (based on swim experience). 

o Open House - We had a very successful Family Open House on November 14th.  People came 
and tried classes, got information and some even joined the Center.  We estimate that there were 
about 200 people here throughout the afternoon. 

o Winter Brochure - The Parks and Recreation Winter brochure will be mailed out Thanksgiving 
weekend.  Registration for members for aquatics and fitness programs begins on November 29th.  
Registration for residents for other programs begins on December 4th, and non-member, non-
resident registration begins on December 9th. 

• Town Manager’s Office 
o Facebook Page – The Town of Mansfield now has a Facebook page!  We hope our presence on 

Facebook will increase awareness of local issues and public participation among all, particularly 
the growing younger demographic that commonly looks to social networking sites as a source of 
information.  Check it out and “like” our page! 

 
Major Projects and Initiatives  
• Storrs Center 

o The Town has retained the Rocky Hill office of Desman Associates to provide planning, design, 
and engineering services for the Storrs Center parking garage.  Funding for the garage has 



  

been obtained through a state grant.  The availability of efficient and economical parking is 
critical to the Storrs Center project and the parking facility will be one of the first structures built 
to accommodate the visitors and residents in Phase 1 of Storrs Center.  The garage will be 
built in coordination with an intermodal center that will focus on providing alternative means of 
transportation to Storrs Center including local, University of Connecticut, and regional bus 
service.  The parking garage and Phase 1A are scheduled to open in the summer of 2012.  
Phase 1A includes 125 rental apartments and 30,000 square feet of commercial space on the 
north side of Dog Lane.  Desman Associates will provide architectural, engineering, and 
construction administration services for the parking structure and its interface with adjacent and 
adjoining project components including transit-related facilities for bus passengers, bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and car sharing.  Desman Associates is a leading national specialist in 
transportation improvements and the planning, design, and construction administration of 
parking facilities.  Since its inception in 1973, the company has provided public, private, and 
institutional clients in the United States and abroad with planning, design, and restoration 
services for over 5,500 parking projects.  Desman currently has eight offices throughout the 
country including Connecticut and Boston, which comprise the New England division. 

 

Upcoming Meetings * 
• Traffic Authority, November 23, 2010, 10:30AM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Communications Advisory Committee, November 23, 2010, 10:30AM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. 

Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advisory Committee on the Needs of Persons with Disabilities, November 23, 2010, 2:30PM, 

Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Regulatory Review Committee, December 1, 2010, 1:15PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Advocates for Children, December 1, 2010, 5:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Special Town Council Meeting, December 1, 2010, 7:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Downtown Partnership Board of Directors, December 2, 2010, 4:00PM, Mansfield Downtown 

Partnership Office 
• Ethics Board, December 2, 2010, 4:30PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
• Community Quality of Life Committee, December 2, 2010, 7:30PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Planning and Zoning Commission, December 6, 2010, 7:00 PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Agriculture Committee, December 7, 2010, 7:30PM, Conference Room B, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
• Zoning Board of Appeals, December 8, 2010, 7:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal 

Building 
• Mansfield Community Campus Partnership, December 9, 2010, 4:00PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. 

Beck Municipal Building 
• Mansfield Board of Education, December 9, 2010, 7:30PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Housing Code Board of Appeals, December 13, 2010, 5:00PM, Conference Room C, Audrey P. Beck 

Municipal Building 
• Town Council, December 13, 2010, 7:30PM, Council Chambers, Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building 
 

*Meeting dates/times are subject to change.  Please view the Town Calendar or contact the Town Clerk’s 
Office at 429-3302 for a complete and up-to-date listing of committee meetings. 


